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But you may be fairly sure that from time to time they
whisper that, permanent as they are, when murders, tariffs,
physical degeneration, mental degeneration, and all the
other plagues to which we are subject shall have swept
us off the earth, they will once more and for good resume
their happy hunting-grounds.
§
They probably will, they and the part-time and sufficiency-
farming populations that surround them. They have the
best climate in the world—that of the 4Oth parallel N. which
runs round the world with hardly any climatic changes.
... It is a standing grief to me that I cannot find under
my hand the text of the report on the climate and soil of
inland North Carolina made by the Surveyor-General
Lawson at the time of the division of the colony between
1719 and 1729. If it had been myself writing of Provence
in my most inspired moments he could not have been more
lyrically impassioned. . . . The heavens, the earth, the
streams, the fish that swam in them, the wild game, the
gentle red men that roamed the forests ... all these were
of a perfection unknown elsewhere upon this weary earth.
It is true that Lawson was later burned alive by Indians, but
the tribe responsible would seem to have been not the local
Cherokees or Creeks but the Yamassees, who, living under
the protection of the Spaniards in Florida, were encouraged
to make periodical raids against the Carolinas.
But to see how triumphantly right he was with regard
to soil and climate you have only got to turn to the maps
on part-time and sufficiency farming in Types of Farming in
the United States, pp. 62 and 65. You will there observe that
in the North-East corner of Georgia, the Western borders
of North Carolina, the Eastern of Tennessee, the whole
Eastern border of Kentucky, and even on the East of
Western Virginia in spots, the self-sufficing plus the part-
time farms must account for the thick-set agricultural
population in the United States . . . and the most stable,
the most contented, and the most prosperous, if cash be
not taken as the sole criterion of prosperity*

